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□ COMMUNITY COMPUTING 


Idea of community computing can be traced back to 1984 when Dr Ton 
Grundner, then cmployced by Case Western Reserve University (CWRU) in S 
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UNT COMPUTING CENTER ORGANIZATION AND FACILITI^ 


ConipuiingCcnterSupportServicesareavailablem^ 

<;H<'nces Buildinc (ISB), Room 119; phone. (8l7)56P-iiz4( i uu 

1-800-RELAY-TX). You cancontact Support Services viaB-mmla 
HELPDE^ (WPO), #CC 1/HELPDESK (P-Mail), or HELPDESK 
@UNT.EDuWlnternet).ComputingCenterservicedivisions. 

□ Academic Computing Services; 

• Documentation Services 

• ISB 110 General Access Lab (817) 565-3048 

• Mainframe User Services 

• Research and Statistical Support Services 

• VAX/UNIX Systems (817) 565-4161 

□ Mainframe Technical Services: 

• IBM Operating Systems Software Support 

• Computer Operations 


r~1 Administrative Computing; 

• Admissions Data Systems 

• Daiabase/Central Programming Support 

• General Data Systems 

• NT/UNTHSC Fiscal Data Systems 

• NT/UNTHSC Payroll/Personnel Data Systems 

• Student Records Data Systems 

• Student Services Data Systems 

• Voice Response Applications 

Q Network & Microcomputer Services: 

• Data Communications 

• Microcomputer Application Suppon 

• Network Systems Suppon 


CONNECTING TO UNT COMPUTERS 


Host System (OS) 
1 \J^,rTnc■X Address 


Calling Area: 


Demon Local Lines 


Internet Address N.imher: 565-3989 - 

-All dialup li nes use 8 data bits, No Parity and 1 Stop Bit _ 

Academic Mainframe (CMS, Academic COM- 

PLETE) vm lies uni.cdu (CMS)_ mmci Iniemel address). (siAsiiiuiingihecorrec 


565-3300 


Speed (bps): 


300 - 2400 


Dallas/Ft. WorlhMeiro Lines 
817.792.4140* 

24.00- 14.400 


(subsiiiuiing the correct Inicmct 
address) 


r:«ph.i- fnpln-rnnt edu login: gopher (Do not use this if you | __ 

have an ID on Jove. Sol. CMS or Ponder.) -1 I .Jo avoid long distance charges, do not 

WWW VL.'I/U. uni edu loein: www (Do not u.sc this if you dial a 1 before the metro line phone 

have an IDon Jove. Sol, CMS or Ponder.)_ number. When dialing from outside the 

_- ~ r~ metro service area, please consider 

Po nder (Computer Sciences Sequent) pondrr fsn l i nhct l u using ihc Denton local lines. 

UNT Libraries’on-line card catalog lihmry linliedu _ > ~ 

tiiqueueio B k />;easehangupwhenyouarefinished.---- 

HostSystems: -^_sAS.'nnniinesbeforeanemoiinclocal!565-3989. 


,odisablciheicrmlnalservcrcseapcscquci*ce.iype..«ry ^/«"^,Se^|l,ine-press;<CTRL- 

lescmme Shifi-6s'then type; logout 


nease nang u p wiicn j tju uj v i •• tvM._^_ __ 

'' ■|fyouare a2400bpsoscr.pleasei.yiocalltheS6S-33001.nesbeforeanemptingtocallS65-3989. _ 

HOURS FOR UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS COMPUTER ACCESS AREAS : Fall 1994 
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A popular government without popular information, or the 
means of acquiring it, is but a prologue to a farce or a tragedy, 
or perhaps both. Knowledge will forever govern ignorance, 
and a people who mean to be their own governors must arm 
themselves with the power which knowledge gives. 

James Madison, 4th President of the United States 


Based on this support, Dr. Gmdner began work on a full-scale “community computer 
system.” The initial system was designed to serve as a community resource, offering 
information on law, medicine, education, arts, sciences and government, and also 
electronic mail services for the people of northeast Ohio. The system was up and 
running, and on July 16, 1986 it was dubbed the “Cleveland Free-Net" — the first of 
its kind. 

From the very beginning, according to the NPTN booklet, “one of the central tenets 
of the project was that, if it was successful, we would attempt to give the software 
and our methodology the widest possible dissemination. With that goal in mind, in 
September 1989, the National Public Telecomputing Network (NPTN) was formed.” 

Free-Nets: Community Computing in Action 

The following text comes directly from Chapter One of the NPTN Booklet. 

Free, open access, community computer systems represent, in effect, a new 
application in computing. They work like this. 

A multi-user computer is established at a central location in a given area and 
the machine is connected to the telephone system through a series of devices 
called modems. Running on the machincisacompuicrprogram that provides 
its users with everything from electronic mail services to information about 
health care, education, technology, government, recreation, or Just about 
anything else the host operators would like to place on the machine. 

Anyone in the community with access to a home, office, or school computer 
and a modem can contact the system 24 hours a day. They simply dial a central 
phone number, make connection, and a scries of menus appear on the screen 
which allows them to select the information or communication services they 
would like. All of it is free and all of it can easily be accomplished by a 
first-time user. 

The key to the economics of operating a community computer system is the 
fact that the system is literally run by the community itself. Almost everything 
that appears on one of these machines is there because there are individuals 
or organizations in the community who are prepared to contribute their time, 
effort, and expertise to place it there and operate it over time. This, of course, 
is in contrast to the commercial services which have very high personnel and 
information-acquisition costs and must pass those costs on to the consumer. 

Couple this volunteerism with the rapidly dropping costs of computing power 
and the use of inexpensive transmission technology, and public access com¬ 
puting becomes an economically-viabte entity. 

A Civic Utility: Potential Impact on the Community 

Who, exactly, benefits from community computing? To cite Just a few exam¬ 
ples: 

* The Citizens: First and foremost, these community computer systems open 
up information services to very large populations that would otherwise not be 
able to afford it. The cost of utilizing a Free-Net community computer consists 
of the cost of having standard telephone service in the home or business, plus 


the price of the equipment 
needed to get on-line. Mini¬ 
mum equipment is now well 
under S250 virtually any¬ 
where, and that is assuming 
the person purchases new. I f a 
person wishes to attend a few 
garage sales, flea markets, or 
computer fairs, it could be 
considerably less. With the 
addition of public access ter¬ 
minals in a city, anyone would 
be able to utilize one of these 
systems. 

* Public and Private 
Schools: Via community 
computers, school systems fi¬ 
nally have a cost-effective 
way to teach telecomputing to 
their students, thereby send¬ 
ing a new generation of infor¬ 
mation-literate citizens into 
the work force. In addition, 
these systems allow students, 
teachers, parents, and admin¬ 
istrators to communicate with 
each other and have access to 
information bases of interest 
and importance. 

* Government; Community 
computers provide citizens 
with an inexpensive and rapid 
way to make contact with 
their elected representatives 
at the city, county, state, and 
national levels — contacts 
which include everything 
from obtaining information 
on governmental services to 
providing access to taxpayer 
supported, govemmcntally- 
produced databases. It should 
also be pointed out that these 
communications arc not one 
way. Elected representatives 
and other officials also have 
the ability to electronically 
communicate with their con¬ 
stituents. 

* Small- and Medium-sized 
Businesses: Most major cor¬ 
porations have electronic mail 
and othercomputer-driven in¬ 
formation services at their 
disposal. Most small- and me¬ 
dium-sized businesses do not. 
With a Free-Net system in 
place, these smaller enter¬ 
prises are finally able to afford 
to link their operations to¬ 
gether via Free-Net electronic 


Benchmarks 


November/December 1994 


Page 3 



mail services and have access 
to a variety of useful business 
databases—something that 
cannot help but improve the 
business infrastructure of any 
city. 

" The Agricultural Com¬ 
munity: Among the seg¬ 
ments in our society that were 
the first to embrace comput¬ 
ing were our farmers. The 
reason was obvious. Farmers 
arc business people too, but 
they have the disadvantage 
of, in general, being dis¬ 
persed over wide geographic 
areas. A Free-Net system in a 
central location in a county 
allows the agricultural com¬ 
munity to access common in- 
formation bases, share 
solutions to farm related 
problems, access up-to-date 
crop and price information, 
and make electronic connec¬ 
tion with the County Agent 
and each other — all without 
ever leaving home. 

* The Telecommunications 
and Videotex Industry: For 
years the commercial 
videotex industry has been 
dividing, subdividing, and 
sub-subdividing essentially 
the same "up-scale” demo¬ 
graphic group: S60,000+ 
yearly household incomes, 
very well educated, over¬ 
whelmingly white, and over¬ 
whelmingly male. If the 
industry is to survive and 
flourish, however, it is going 
to have to find a way to pene¬ 
trate the middle class with its 
services. Free-Net commu¬ 
nity computers do exactly 
that. On the Cleveland sys¬ 
tem, for example, we draw as 
many users from the de- 
mographically blue collar ar¬ 
eas ofthecity as we do out of 
the wealthier sections. 
Demographic penetration 
such as this, on a nationwide 
basis, is vital if the telecom¬ 
puting and videotex industry 
is to survive into the 21st cen¬ 
tury. 


Please sec Greenbelts on page 5. 


The North Texas Free-Net is 
Almost a Reality 

By Aaron Price, Documentation Services Assistant (pricc@ccl.uni.edu) 

T wo years of planning and work are about to come together as The North Texas 
Frcc-Nci nears its completion. The North Texas Free-Net will begin accepting 
applications for accounts within the next few months, according to Ken Loss-Cutler, 
Member Board of Directors. 

"We expect to be online in a limited gopher/telnet format in the very near future. We 
will be accepting applications for accounts some number of months after that. Sorry 
we cannot be more specific at this time,” Loss-Cutler said. As of Saturday, October 
15, the server supporting the Free-Net became available for testing on the Internet. 

While the concept behind Free-Nets is not new (The nation’s first Frcc-Nct went 
online in 1986 — see “Electronic Greenbelts” on page 1 for more information,), the 
North Texas Free-Net has been under construction for two years. 

“I initiated the NTFN Organizing Committee over two years ago, and over half of 
our current Board of Directors was present for our first meeting: a dedicated and 
committed group, indeed,” Loss-Cutler said. 

This group of people arc working on a current budget of around $200,000 per year. 
All of the funding is coming from private donations. 

Board meetings arc open to the public. They arc held at the Center for Community 
Cooperation in Dallas. If you arc interested in attending please send E-mail to 
NTFN(§ntfn.dcccd.cdu or leave voice mail at (214)942-2003. 

Initially, there will be 10 phone lines with 9600 baud modems and a T1 Internet 
connection. 

The NTFN is located at Noithlakc College in Dallas. Northlakc has donated office 
space and ten phone lines to the NTFN. 

For more information you can E-mail NTFN(§ntfn.dcccd.edu orbrowse their WWW 
server at http://gophcr.mctronct.com:70/l/N_T_F_N ■ 

Blacksburg, Virginia: A Model 
Electronic Community Network 

T he Blacksburg Electronic Village (BEV) links Blacksburg, Virginia citizens 
to each other and the world. Blacksburg is the home of Virgina Tech University 
and more than 50% of Blacksbuig citizens have personal computers in their homes. 
If you are interested in community computing, BEV should definately be on your 
list of places to visit. You can access BEV from the UNT Gopher menu by choosing; 
O Remote Information & Resources on the Internet 
O Other Information & Resources 
© North America 
O USA 
0 Virginia 

© Virginia Polytechnic University & Slate University 
O Blacksburg Electronic Village ■ 


Page 4 


November/Dccembcr 1994 


Benchmarks 







wviiiiiiuiiiiy wurnpuiinQ 



Computers and community networks will change the way we 
do business, govern, and relate to one another. 

Steve Cisler (sac@applc.com), “Community Com¬ 
puter Networks: Building Electronic Greenbelts” 
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* Organizations and Institutions; Each Free-Net issei un iidn» 

an Electronic Ctty” motif. That motif was not selected by accident To one 
degree or another, virtually every institution in society hL an information 
dissemination function of some kind — a need to tell others ahom itoir a 
share Its knowledge^ The Free-Nct makes it pSie all'S 

to utilize a new medium to accomplish that goal. From artistic and mlhirai 

^ 

The Greening of a Medium 

As a result of our experience in working with and devciopinc these svstems 
we have learned several very important things. ^ ^ ^ 

Sc'an ollv'hH‘'’‘''k computers represent the leading edge of 

Butine is not md' ^ telecommunications medium. Telecom- 

nh S a®dd t" k’"Ot prini. but has characteristics of all thrw 
plus additional characteristics all its own. This fact alone will inevitab v 
to developments and uses that we cannot now even begin m imaS ^ 

urSb''^ of people now exist who arc prepared to 

access computerized information services goes up. " 

And third, there is a certain sense of inevitability to the devcloomem of 
community computing. Simply stated, we find ouniives unableSSe a 

ccntuiy'^a^^hcVubiyfiSSl^^^^^ 

towns all across the coun^ banded togetherto make free public access toS 

Bcr^on virtually every 

person reading this document has, at one point or another, benefited. ^ ^ 

believe, we have reached the point where computer 

a ®°d r ofcquipment low enough) that 

rio^vstemTSeJd' P“^''‘=-ac«ss, computerized informa¬ 

tion systems. Indeed, we believe wc have reached a point where the Question 

down a legacy to our children's children as great as the one SZd to Ss 

Other Options 

Because of the pioneering efforts of Dr. Grunder and NPTN, the concept of comm.. 
S ofTnr^ -S frequently linked to them. This docs not have to be the Lse Th, 
City of Denton, the University of North Texas, and Texas Woman’s University hav. 


embarked upon a project to create a 
“Civic Information System.” This is not 
a Free-Net, but shares many of the char¬ 
acteristics of one. More information 
about this exciting project can be found 
in the article “The City of Denton, 
TWU and UNT” that appeared on page 
15 of the July/August 1994 issue of 
Benchmarks and in the article on the 
following page. 

Another community computing project 
not affiliated with NPTN is LINCT — 
Learning and Information Network for 
Community Telecomputing. An article 
about LINCT is on page 7, ■ 


Gopher Free-Net 
Collection 

By Claudia Lynch, Benchmarks Editor 

I Javid Riggins (david.riggins 
-■-'©tpoint.com), the “Gopher 
Jewels Guy,” says that Eastern Ken¬ 
tucky University offers the largest col¬ 
lection of community and Free-Nets 
he’s ever seen. 

Type=l 

Namc*FrceNcts 

Palh=Idisk$acs;( 006006 .gopherd, 

gophcr_data.iunncls.frce] 

Hosl=acs.eku.edu 

Port=70 

URL: gophcr;//acs.eku.edu:70/l Idisk 
$acs %3 a% 5 b006006.go ph crd. go phe r 
daia-iunnels.frec%5d 

To access this site from the UNT Go¬ 
pher menu, choose [then set a Book¬ 
mark if you like it]: 

O Remote Information & Resources 
on the Internet 

© Other Information & Resources 
© North America 
O USA 
© Kentucky 

© Eastern Kentucky University 
O Explore the Internet 
© FreeNets ■ 
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New City of Denton Information 
Available Electronically 

By Mark Thacker, CWIS Coordinator (ihacker@um.edu) 

T he Cilv of Denton and the University of North Texas, are glad to announce the 

Services, David Dickey and Gary Collins Inf—n Serv.ccs and 
their staff for the effort put forth to bnng the information on-line. 

Besides City of Denton official information, the Denton County Comniunity Sci^- 
fees dimS (produced by the United Way) and the U.S. Census data for Denton 
County are^vaUable, These were made possible through the work of many pnva 
citizens including Mike Cochran. 

Accessing the System 

The City of Denton Gopher server is available in two ways; 

O Through Gopher access either on or off-campus 

© Through a separate phone number that connects your modem-equipped 
computer directly to the server. 

□ From On-Campus or From Jove, Sol, Ponder: From a Gopher client on Jove, 
Sol Ponder or on-campus from a Macintosh or MS-Windows based machines, 
choose the following menus to get you to the City of Demon Gopher server 
{Connect to Gopher.unt.edu top level - done when you start Gopher). 

Denton. Dallas & Ft. Worth Information & Resources 
City of Denton 

Or, for those of you wanting to make a bookmark to this item; 

Type=l+ 

Name=City of Denton 
Path=l/dfw/denton 
Host=gopher.unt.edu 
Port=70 

URL; gopher;//gopher.unt.edu:70/l l/dfw/denton 

□ Via Modem Dial-Up Line: There is currently only one modem dedicated to this 
task. As the system becomes more popular, this will most likely change. 

From home, use a modem and any computer with the following settings. 

Data Bits: 7 
Stop Bits: I 
Parity: Even 

Speed (Baud): 9600 (or lower) 

Phone Number: 817-565-INFO (817-565-4636) 


Once you dial the 817-565-lNFO 
phone number (see your modem or 
communications manual for how to 
do this) you will be presented with 
a login: prompt. Enter “denton” in 
all lowercase letters and press 
> RETURN I Read the instructions that 
follow and that’s it! 

For further instructions on how to use 
the system, press ® at any point for 
UNIX Gopher system help. 

Further Information 

If you arc a faculty or staff member, or 
a student at UNT, drop by the Informa¬ 
tion Science Building (ISB), Room 
119, and get a copy of “Introduction to 
UnIx Gopher.” This document is also 
available in Gopher under: UNT infor¬ 
mation Resources/ Computing, Infor¬ 
mation Technology and On-line Cata¬ 
logs/ Computing Center/ Documenta¬ 
tion/ Gopher Clients and Documenta¬ 
tion. 

If you want to apply for an account that 
will allow you to send and receive E- 
mail and access other Internet utilities, 
you may do that in ISB 119 as well. B 


Remember, the 
Courier HST Modems 
Are Being Removed 
From Service 

A s we reported in the September/ 
October issue of Benchmarks, 
on December 20,1994, the U.S. Robot¬ 
ics Courier HST 9600 baud modems 
will be removed from service on the 
565-3461 dialup line. ■ 
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LINCT 

Learning and Information Network for 
Community Telecomputing 

By Ken Komoski (komoski@BNLCL6. BNL.GOV) 

coalUion can ge, in iiucSul -- in joining the 

I INCT is a not-for-profil coalilion of socially-concemed oraanizations - 
-^working with afniiated businesses and local governments, libraries schools 

nirS". achieve universal. eqSle aSt ,o 

integrated commumty-widc electronic information and learning services LINCT 

eratives, to which it provides strategic advice and technical assistance In additio^n 

low^ios? iraUvma'na LINCT helps communities to build 

computers to poverty-level and low-income families and seniors who may earn them 

era cs S'lS^r volunteer computcr-lit- 

crates at local community centers and/or libraries and schools ^ 

ILfuN^T iff “'1 '’‘■.‘■'NCTar. five .owns in Ea„™ Long Inland NY 

con,n,„„,„as „„ Long Island, In Now York Cily, and in upS w Y^f anifn 
ovon other stales are .miiated with LINCT in order to achieve Ihef hlfd’goa^ of 
low-cost, universal, equitable access to information and learning. * 

LINCT’s Purposes 

^ set^nk' r^ equitable access to telecomputing for homes 

ncies; ‘‘gencics, and community busi- 

® Srpurin'f;via cooperative tcle- 

© keep the cost of telecomputing low through cooperative purchasing and liccnsinp 
SnSlr including 

^ ■’^'P ‘^^n'niunilics to achieve the 

■" Telecomputing (BET). 

i'.:r.air::L7.;z=— 


how to use a computer to become full 
participants in America’s fast-changing 
information society. 

Other LINCT programs being devel¬ 
oped include improving homc-school- 
social agency communications, pri¬ 
mary health and crime prevention, on¬ 
line homework mentoring, and the on¬ 
line operation of community-based 
“timc-dollar" exchanges linked to at- 
home, work-related training, LINCT 
and its growing network of aRiliated 
not-for-profit organizations are pre¬ 
pared to assist communities to develop 
local telecomputing cooperatives to 
bring the benefits of low-cost telecom¬ 
puting to all community members. 

LINCT’s Member 
Organizations 

The member organizations of the 
LINCT coalition arc the Center for In¬ 
formation, Technology and Society 
(CITS), Melrose, Massachusetts; The 
Educational Products Information Ex¬ 
change (EPIE) Institute, Hampton 
Bays, New York, and the Time Dollars 
Network, Washington, D.C, Each or¬ 
ganization is making a significant, in- 
kind contribution in staff time assigned 
to LINCT as its match of Federal i-rant 
dollars. 


Q LINCT’s affiliates: Science Link¬ 
ages in the Community (SLIC), a 
national community-outreach pro¬ 
gram of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science as 
well as the LlNCT-affiliated, com¬ 
munities (eight, in six states as of 
(9/1/94), including community li¬ 
braries, local governments, schools 
community colleges, human serv¬ 
ices, and local and regional busi¬ 
nesses cooperating in the BET Initia¬ 
tives. 

□ LINCT’s leadership: Each of 
LINCT’s three, founding organiza¬ 
tions brings both expert staffing and 
information resources to this plan¬ 
ning and development project that 
will contribute to its success; 


Benchmarks 


November/December 1994 


Page 7 



Community Computing 


• Curtiss Priest, Director of 
CITS, is a systems analyst, 
economist, software designer, 
who has conducted policy, 
evaluation, technology- trans¬ 
fer, and cost-effectiveness stud¬ 
ies of information technology 
for the Congressional Office 
of Technology Assessment 
(OTA), U.S.DoE, NASA, 

MIT, the American Associa¬ 
tion of Retired Persons 
(AARP). and EPIE Institute 

• Kenneth Komoski,LINCT’s 

Administrative Director, has 
been consulting and writing on 
community telecomputing 
since 1986, and has directed 
the work of EPIE Institute for 
over two decades; under his 
leadership EPIE maintains the 
nation’s only comprehensive, 
electronic databases of infor¬ 
mation on all types of elec¬ 
tronic learning resources. 

♦ Edgar Cahn, founder of the 
Time Dollars Network, con¬ 
sults with community Time 
Dollar Exchanges operating in 
30 U.S. states, Japan, and 
other countries. With LINCT, 
the Time Dollars Network will 
develop community-network¬ 
able software and training pro¬ 
grams to facilitate the ability 
of members of low-income 
and minority communities to 
learn-and- earn the computers, 
modems and software needed 
to access the Nil for job-train¬ 
ing and work opportunities. 

LINCT’s Program of 

Activities 

• TAP — Technical Assistance and 
Planning support for local commu¬ 
nity telecomputing initiatives in 
need of help in designing, develop¬ 
ing and delivering social and educa¬ 
tional services with an emphasis on 
arriving at the most cost-effective 
system for a particular community. 


bet — Businesses for Equity in 
Telecomputing, enabling low-in¬ 
come families to earn a family com- 
puler — plus computer training — 
by earning “time dollars for com¬ 
pleting training at a community 
center in how to use telecomputing 
to improve family learning and 
earning power. Business-donated 
compuiers-plus-modems are cur¬ 
rently being received from large 
and small businesses on Long Is¬ 
land, N.Y. where the BET Initiative 
is being piloted by LINCT (nation¬ 
ally. businesses currently own over 
150 million computers, more than 
15 million of which are replaced 
annually). LINCT envisions a na¬ 
tionwide. community-focused BET 
distribution system for donated 
computers to local community cen¬ 
ters where low-income families 
will be trained in telecomputing, as 
a means of earning a home com¬ 
puter and modem. 

• LET — Learning-for-Earning 
Training, providing any community 
member (but especially the unem¬ 
ployed) with the means to learn use¬ 
ful skills at home via telecomputing 
resources available via DIRECT 
(sec below); 

• DIRECT — Digital Information 
Resources for Education and Ca¬ 
reer Training, electronically acces¬ 
sible by learners (and/or parents 
and teachers) for the planning and 
the delivery of learning resources to 
homes and schools via community 
telecomputing cooperatives. 

• TACT — Teachers Assisted by 
Community Telecomputing, assist¬ 
ing teachers to use community tele¬ 
computing to (a) communicate 
more efficiently and effectively 
with parents, (b) integrate student 
at-home computer learning with in- 
schoo! learning, (c) access to infor¬ 
mation on teaching resources via 
DIRECT, (d) access to professional 
training via distance learning, (f) 
access to SELF (see below) to fa¬ 
cilitate students’ development as 
self-directed learners. 



• SELF — Self-Exploration of 
Learning Frameworks, helping 
learners of all ages to use DIRECT 
to explore areas of learning in re¬ 
lation to school curricula or in re¬ 
sponse to personal interests and/or 
career development needs; 

, ppp_Primary Prevention Pro¬ 

grams, a means for assisting local 
health service agencies and local 
police to use telecomputing to 
maintain healthier and less violent 
communities; 

• CDA — Community Develop¬ 
ment Activities., such as online 
neighborhood organizations and 
projects, community planning fo¬ 
rums, town meetings, school- 
business academies, library out¬ 
reach, etc; 

, TDE —Time Dollar Exchanges.; 
“dollars" that may be earned by 
any member of a community will¬ 
ing to help others by providing 
skilled or unskilled services rang¬ 
ing from babysitting to yardwork 
and from database development to 
computer trouble-shooting. 
Time-Dollar transactions will be 
arranged for. recorded, managed, 
and traded through a community 
managed Time-Dollar Exchange 
(reinforced by both LET and DI¬ 
RECT, see above). 

For further information 
about LINCT contact: 

Kenneth Komoski 
Administrative Director 
LINCT % Suite 3 
The Hamlci Green 
Hampton Bays. NY 11946 
Voice: (516) 728-9100 
Fax (516) 728-9228 

E-mail; KOMOSKI@BNLCL6.BNL. 
GOVB 
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The Network Connecl^^ 

By Dr- Philip Baczewski, Assistant Director. Academic ■ 

Computing Services, and BITNETINFOREP (acl2@unt.edu) 

This column is a continuing feature of Benchmarks intended to present news and information 
on various aspects of wide area networks. ‘ 

The Network Connection 

Alternative Access to the Internet 

Access to the Internet is becoming more and more of a commercial commodity The 
network that started as a way to link the Defense Department, universities’ research 
institutions, and defense contractors, now has transformed into one of the fastest 
growing areas of commercialization. Opportunities for Internet access have in¬ 
creased concornitantly, and direct Internet access from your home computer is much 
easier to come by than it has been in the past. 

Even if you are affiliated with the University and can access the Internet from 
campus, there arc times when an alternate method of access to the Internet is needed 
When using the Internet for activity which is not related to your job, teachina 
research or course of study use of University resources may be inappropriate 
especially if you need to use the Internet to transact non-university business The 
following overview is intended to introduce the po.ssibilitics for Internet access and 
will hopefully provide insight into finding an Internet service provider. 

On-line Information Systems 

On-hne information systems have been around for quite some time. They have 
provided bulletin board systems, on-line E-mail, and commereial services, each 
within their own system, The familiar names in this regard are CompuServe, Delphi 
Prodigy, and Amcnca Online. All of these systems now support the exchange of 
electronic mail with the Internet, and a membership can serve as an Internet E^nail 
address. Some sysmms, like Delphi and America Online have aggressively incorpo¬ 
rated Internet services along with their traditional offerings. 

Amenca Online, for example, not only provides Internet E-mail, but also suddoHs 
access to Internet Gopher installations and USENET News. Only text information 
can currently be viewed, but it is likely that more types of services will become 
available as they refine their on-line interface. If all you need, however, is an Internet 
b-mail address, the above services can be viable candidates. Low-traffic E-mail 
sewice will typically cost .several dollars per month, depending upon the frequency 
and duration of your access to the service. More aggressive use of these systems can 
cause the expense to add up. 

Internet Service Providers 

Commercial Internet service providers are becoming more common every day. These 
arc cornpanics which allow you to dial into their equipment and gain access to the 

i^PPP m?Tiw.vT capability (using either the SLIP 

or PPP protocols) to UNIX host account access. Cost of this service ranges from 


about $15.00 per month for dial-up 
remote node access to as much as 
$150.00 per month for dedicated re¬ 
mote node capability. 

Remote node capability allows your 
home computer to become a node on 
the Internet, This means that you can 
run your Internet applications like Tel¬ 
net, FTP, Gopher, news readers, and 
Mosaic directly on your own computer 
and access remote Internet resources. 
Typical data speeds arc at 14400 bits 
per seeond, however, some providers 
can support higher access speeds. 
14000 bps is adequate for Telnet, Go¬ 
pher, and FTP, but some applications 
like Mosaic, which supports the trans¬ 
fer of many on-line graphics, may 
seem quite slow. Mosaic allows you to 
control when you receive graphics, 
however, and can be configured to op¬ 
erate reasonably at that speed. 

Access to a UNIX host account, or 
SHELL access, will allow you to run 
Internet utilities on that UNIX system. 
This may include E-mail, FTP, Telnet, 
Gopher, etc. Service of this type usu¬ 
ally includes a limited amount of disk 
storage for mail or files. (The amount 
of storage included should be a factor 
in evaluating different service provid¬ 
ers.) If your home computer is not as 
capable of running Internet applica¬ 
tions as you would like, a SHELL ac¬ 
count may be a good alternative to al¬ 
low you reasonably fast access to elec¬ 
tronic mail, FTP, Telnet, and other utili¬ 
ties. You should inquire as to the types 
and availability of services when 
evaluating an Internet service provider. 

A Place to Start 

The following are three service provid¬ 
ers in the Dallas/Fort Worth area, of¬ 
fered here as a starting point for finding 
home Internet service. As of this writ¬ 
ing, none of these companies serves 
Denton, but they do provide service to 
the Dallas/Fort Worth Metro service 
area. The inclusion of a provider here 
in no way constitutes an endorsement. 

As with any other purchase or service 
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List of the Month 

Each month we will highlight one BITNET, Internet, or USENET 
Special Interest Group (SIC) mailing list. This month s list... 

COMMUNE! on listerv@uvmvm.uvm.edu 

Maintained by: nmothy Tyndall (rain@phaedrus.cce.ucsb,edu) and 
Steve Cavrak (sjc@uvmv.uvm.cdu) 

The Community and Civic Networks Discussion list has been set up 
CO explore the issues, technologies, and implications of widely 
available computer based networking. The focus of our attention is 
on the sorts of networks exemplified by - the Frec-Nets; - City 
BBSes; • Information Kiosks and Downtown Information Systems; 
- Indian Reservation networks; - community computer conferencing 
systems such as Santa Monica PEN interactive systems run by 
ncwspapers(Chicago. Kansas City. Ft. Worth) rural and regional area 
networks. Discussion of KI2 or academic networks that focus on 
how these constituencies can collaborate in community issues is 
welcome, but K12 or academic network discussions should take 
place in other lists. 

To subscribe, send E-mail to li$lserv@uvmvm.uvm.edu leaving the 
subject blank, and in the BODY type: subscribe communctyour 
name E.g. subscribe Steve Cavrak 

You should reccivea welcome message saying that your subscription 
has been accepted. ■. 


decision, careful evaluation is required 
on your part before committing your 
personal funds. 

□ Texas Metronet Inc. 

860 Kinwest Parkway, Suite 179 
Irving Texas 75063-3440 
Phone; 214-705-2900 
FAX: 214-401-2802 

□ On-Ramp Technologies, Inc. 

Suite 5061, 1950 Stemmons Free¬ 
way, 

Dallas, Texas 75207 
Phone;214-746-4710 
FAX: 214-746-4856 

□ UniComp Technologies Interna¬ 
tional Corporation 

15851 Dallas Parkway, Suite 946 
Dallas, TX 75248 
Phone: 214-663-3155 
FAX; 214-663-3170 

The free magazine Texas Computing, 
available in a variety of places on- and 
off-campus, prints advertisements for 
various “Internet providers.” It is a 
good source of up-to-date information 
on such topics. ■ 

High Speed 
Modems 

Darren Loher, Data Communications 
(darren@unt.edu) 

I f you’re in the market for a 
28.8Kbps modem and you want to 
connect to UNT at this high speed, look 
for modems that use the V.34 protocol. 

There are two standards that are emerg¬ 
ing for 28.8Kbps modems. The first is 
V.FC, also known as V.Fast. This pro¬ 
tocol is a proprietary standard that 
Rockwell International created and has 
been licensed to several manufacturers 
including US Robotics, Hayes, Supra 
and Zoom to name a few. 


The other protocol is V.34, an ITU open 
standard protocol. It is freely availiblc 
to manufacturers. In the past ITU (for¬ 
merly CCITT) protocols have become 
“the” standard in all modems. The 
V.32bis (14.4Kbps) protocol has be¬ 
come the standard way to do 14.4Kbps 
modems. V.42 and V.42biserrorcorTCC- 
tion and datacompression have risen 
over the proprietary MNP4 and MNP5 
protocols as the standard in all mo¬ 
dems. 

When UNT purchases 28.8Kbps mo¬ 
dems, they will be based on the ITU 
V.34 standard. Although, while this ar¬ 
ticle is being written, more modems 
currently support V.FC, I believe that 
V.34 will be the most widely imple¬ 
mented and compatible 28.8Kbps pro¬ 
tocol. ■ 


Pizza on the 
Internet 

As reported in Edupage 8/3/94 

F or users who are too absorbed to 
get off the ’Net to order supper. 
Pizza Hut and software publisher Santa 
Cruz Operation are offering PizzaNel. 
The service, now being tested in Santa 
Cruz, requires customers have access to 
the Internet and Mosaic to view the 
menu provided by the Pizza Net server 
in Wichita, Kan. The order is then sent 
to the SCO Open Server system at the 
customer’s nearest Pizza Hut. {Miami 
WeraW 8/23/94 C1).B 
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News From the 
CWIS/Gopher Hole 

By Mark Thacker. CWIS Coordinator 
(thackcr@ um.edu) 

This column covers features and resources available 
through the University's Gopher Campus Wide 
Information System {CWIS). Gopher is available on 
various UNT host computers including the VAX, Sol, 
and Jove. It is also available in the General Access 
Labs and on various Novell file servers around 
campus. 


More Web Sites 


yjU cicome again to the News from the CWIS/Gopher Hole. Because of the 

T T growing demand for World Wide Web clients and servers here on campus, 

I am devoting yet another issue of this column to new and popular WWW sites. You 
may find this article in the Remote Information & Resources section of our World 
Wide Web Server (http://www.unt.edu/). 


You will notice an increased emphasis in this issue on sites that ease the pain of 
serching the Internet as well as sites that help you learn more about the Internet and 
the World Wide Web. This is in preparation to the plans I have of teaching short 
courses on publishing information on the World Wide Web. Look for additional 
annoucements in the future. 


Remember to set a reference to these sites in your Web client’s Hotlist because 1 will 
replace them every two months. These references arc roughly in reverse date order 
based on when I read about them. Apologies for not alphabatizing them. 


□ Fourll Online User Directory [Date: Thu, 13 Oct 1994 18:35:23 -0700 From- 
Mike Santi^lo (santulIo@sled.com)] — The Fourl I Online User Directory pro¬ 
vides an efficient way to search for someone’s e-mail address. The directory 

me udes almost 1/2 million listings and all Internet users arc providedafreelistine 

and unlimited searching, ® 

• To enter a free listing and search the directory: 

• Via the Web: http://www.FourlI.com/ 


— or — 


• Via E-mail; 

Mike Santullo (santullo@sled.com) 

TcI: (415) 323-2508 
Fax; (415) 326-0730 

□ USA City Link Project [Date: Wed, 12 Oct l99420:30:49From: carolbla@New- 
Orleans.Neosoft.Com (Carol Blake)] - The USA City Link Project is a compre¬ 
hensive city and state www home page listing. It is a cooperative effort to educate 


both users and nonusers of your 
state or city home page. Stories are 
appearing internationally about this 
Project, and this has become a 
popular site on the web. 

A Project Overview, Press Release, 
and fill-in-the-form Press Release is 
available at the site. 

We are seeking additional state and 
city WWW pages only. Your site may 
already be listed. Please check URL 

http://www.ncosoft.com/citylink/ 

If you happen to see a page listed 
you created and have not received 
communication from our office, 
please let us know who you are for 
our records. This information is 
important to give credit where it is 
due when being interviewed from 
the media in your region. 

Submit your URL to and please 
include site administrator responsi¬ 
ble for the home page along with 
name and email address. 

Fall in love with the USA and visit 
our great country. We look forward 
to hearing from you. 

In link, 

Carol Blake, Project Coordinator 
USA City Link Project 

□ Help Guides for Web, HTML & 
Computing [Date: Fri, 14 Oct 1994 
16:12:57 -0600 From; Chris Alfeid 

(calfeld@eratosthcnes.math.utah. 

edu)] — I write guides dealing with 
computing and networking for nor¬ 
mal users, and more experienced 
users. I have all the guides I’ve writ¬ 
ten (some in HTML format), as well 
as a nice index of links at 
http://www.math.utah.edu/- 
calfeld/ 

□ StateSI UK Music & Entertain¬ 
ment [Date; Tue, 1 I Oct 94 
19:29:17 GMT From; Paul Sanders 

(paul@state51.demon,co.uk)] — 
States I presents Britain’s Full-Col¬ 
our All-Singing Entrancing Take on 
the Hypertext Mark-Up Language: 
http://www.state51.co.uk/state5 
1 / 
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□ Cinemavin Online - U/Seattle’s Movie Review Page [Date: Sun,^ Oct 1994 
22-4113 -0700 From: cappel@halcyon.com (Bob Cappel)] — USPAN is proud 
to announce a new feature to U/Seattle: Cinemavin Online http;//useatt1e. 
uspan.com/mavin.html 

Movie Reviews by Seattle’s own Doug Thomas. Doug “ freelance movie 
reviewer, whose work can currently be seen m The Seattle Press, Portland s 
Northwest Neighbor, and right here on U/Seattlc. He is also the reviewer for the 
former KING news radio. 

For information about how to include your entertainment related information on 
U/Seatt!e, contact. 

U/SEATTLE - Seattle’s Online Entertainment Guide 
Bob Cappcl-bob@uspan.com Technical Director, USPAN. Inc. 

□ World Birthday Web Page [Date: Sun, 9 Oct 1994 

boutell@netcom.com (Thomas Boutell)]-Announcmg the World Birthday Web 

Paec (WBW): http://sunsitc.unc.edu/btbin/birthday. With this new release, 
Thomas Boutell leaves the familiar ground of developing useful web gimcracks 
and explores the larger space of totally useless web gimcracks. 

□ The place-Electronic Artists Exhibit [Date: lOOct 1994 GMT From. 

joscph@uxl.cso.uiuc.edu (joseph squicr) Subject; JNVITATION; the place 
http://gertrude.art.uiuc.edu/ 1 udgate/the/place.htmll — You arc mvitcd to visit 
the place. 

The place is a WWW site created and maintained by joseph squicr. It is an 
experiment in how contemporary artists can create electronic artworks and 
distribute them within a virtual community. 

The place is designed to be viewed on a Macintosh, utilizing a Mosaic interface. 
Although it can be viewed with other WWW clients, and on other platfoims, 
viewing on a Mac with Mosaic will most closely approximate the onginal design. 

The place is housed in Gertrude, an IBM RS6000 that has been configured as a 
WWW server. It’s physical location is the School of Art & Design, University ot 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, USA. 

The place is a work in progress and will exist in a state of constant flux. Your 
feedback is welcomed. 

Joseph Squicr Assistant Professor, Photography 
School of Art and Design, University of Illinois 
408 E. Peabody Drive, Champaign, Illinois, 61820, USA 
phone: 217.333.0855 fax: 217.244.7688 

□ Bear Essential Environmental Page [Date: 9 Oct 1994 21:57:40 GMT Rom. 
tmohr@tclepoil.com (Tom Mohr) Subject: ANNOUNCE Bear Essential Envi¬ 
ronmental Page] — Tlie Bear Essential, a semi-annual magazine creatively 
focused on the environment, is now on the World Wide Web! Check out the latest 
issue for articles on fire. Smoky Bear, green home building, alternative feminine 
hygiene products, the information supper highway, and much more. Plus; inter¬ 
views with Spalding Gray and Big Foot. The Bear Essential is published by Orlo, 
a nonprofit organization using the creative arts to explore environmental issues. 

Location: http://www.teleport.com/-orlo/ 

□ Internet Training Resources Page [Date: 8 Oct 94 08-.49;23 CST From; 
ennsnr@news.brandonu.ca] — A brand new collection of Internet Training 


Resources is now available on the 
Web! This collection includes links 
to over 50 valuable training re¬ 
sources. 

Included are pointers to; 

• The December, Yanoff and 

Awesome lists 

• Tlie Network Training Materi¬ 
als Gopher 

• Many guides to the Internei 
. USENET Newsgroups 

• Ncctrain and Net-happenings 
mailing lists 

• The Internet Hunt 

There are many many more links, so 
stop by and check it out. 

You can find the page at; 
http://www.brandonu.ca/- 
ennsnr/resources.html 
Please send comments and sugges¬ 
tions to: 

Neil Enns 

NctSurfTcchnologics 

□ Update to Global Network Navi¬ 
gator [Date: Sat, 8 Oct 1994 
15:29:23 -0400 From; gnnlist@ 
ora.com (The GNN Subscription 
Account)] — 1. New GNN Master 
Server: We now have a new, faster 
master server located at NE ARNET 
in Cambridge, Massachusetts. It re¬ 
places a smaller machine that had 
been overtaxed. Its host name is 
gnn.com, although 

ncamet.gnn.com also works. The 
URL for the GNN Home Page is; 
http://gnn.com/gnn.html 
2. Improved; Like the proverbial 
box of detergent, GNN’s Home 
Page is new and improved. The 
most noticeable change is that the 
Home Page is organized into sev¬ 
eral sections: 

An introductory section that links to 
What’s Up in GNN, our Welcome 
page, and our Subscription form. 

A Navigating the Net section that 
contains links to The Whole In¬ 
ternet Catalog and the GNN Busi- 
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ness Pages, as well as Netizens, Best of the Net, and the Internet Help Desk. 

A New section that contains CNN Netnews. 

The Special Interest Publications where we cover Travel, Personal Finance and 
Drive special edition magazines, such as The Digital 

Jenifer Niederst, John Labovitz, Joan Callahan, and Todd Lash worked on the 
redesign effort, testing the previous design with new users and getting valuable 
feedb^k. As a result, there is more descriptive text on the Home Page explaining 
the different parts of CNN, & s 

□ Internet Index on SilverPlatter Web Server [Date: Wed 5 Oct 1994 13-37 55 
CDT From: Silver Platter Information 22569l@mcimail.com] — The Internet 
Index is a project that began several months ago when we began to train staff on 
using the Internet. We observed that people were frtistrated because they couldn’t 
locate information on the Internet unless they knew where it was located, and the 
addrp, The Internet Index is a Web page that indexes information alphabetically 
and by subject, with links that give immediate access to the information. The 
Internet Index is different from any of the existing Internet search utilities (like 
archie ortho World Wide Web Worm) since it provides immediate access to the 
source, whether the source resides on a Web server, gopher, or ftp server. 

Access to the Internet Index is free. SilverPlatter considers this to be a way to 
enhance access to information. We want people who use the Internet, including 
ibranans. to contribute sources to the Internet Index. We hope that the Internet 
Index will become a tool, created by and for Internet users, that enables anyone 
to easily locate information. 

There is an entry for the Internet Index on SilvcrPlattcr’s Home Page on our Web 
server. The URL is: http://www.silverplatter.com 

Comments or suggestions about the Internet Index can be sent to; 

Gerry Hurley 

Librarian, Director ofEducational Services 

□ Digital Photography ’95 Contest [-‘Howard Goldbaum** 
howard@bradley.bradley.edu ] — The Peoria Art Guild presents Digital Photog- 
raphy 95, a juried exhibition to be held 21-Apr-95 to 20-May.95. The entry 
deadline is OI-Feb-95. This is the second year that the Peoria Art Guild has 
sponsored this juried competition to explore current work being created in this 
new medium. The images selected for the exhibition will be shown in both the 
physical space” of the gallery, and in the ‘‘virtual space” of computer networks 
where more than 14,000 people (as of September) have seen the 1994 exhibit. 

The 1994 exhibit 

http://www.bradley.cdii/exhibit/index.html 

ftp://ftp.bradIey.edU//pub/guild_cxhibit/ 


Entry Form 

ftp://ftp.bradley.edu/pub/dig. 

photo.contest 

□ Online Computer Library Cen¬ 
ter’s WWW Server [Date: 30 Sep 
1994 09:08:54 -0400 From: sdris- 
col@odc.oig (Steve Driscoll)] — 
OCLC Online Computer Library 
Center has mounted a World-Wide 
Web server on the Internet. The pur¬ 
pose of the W3 Server is to provide 
information about OCLC and its 
products and services, particularly 
to those in the Internet community 
who may be unfamiliarwith OCLC. 
Through the W3 Server, OCLC will 
distribute news releases, product in¬ 
formation, research results, docu¬ 
mentation about how to use OCLC 
services, and electronic forms. In 
1995, the server will provide links 
to OCLC Electronic Journals On¬ 
line and the FirstScarch service, for 
subscribers to these reference serv¬ 
ices. 

OCLC’s W3 Server can be acce.sscd 
through the Uniform Resource Lo¬ 
cator; http://www.oclc.org/ 

OCLC is a nonprofit computer li¬ 
brary service and research organiza¬ 
tion whose computer network and 
services link more than 18,000 li¬ 
braries in 61 countries and territo¬ 
ries. 

□ The Simpsons [Unkown date and 
address] — Greetings, all fans of 
Fox Network’s The Simpsons tele¬ 
vision program. The material con¬ 
tained herein is being provided 
courtesy of the many citizens of 
alt.tv.simpsons and we hope you 
find it entertaining and informative. 


pie exhibition of winning entries will open on 21-Apr-95 and will remain on 
display at the gallery until 20-May-95. Exhibited work may be in any type of 
two-dimensional print format. Cash prizes totaling $500 will be determined by 
the jurors, Mark Sipmt (author of The Photoshop Handbook, Random House) 
and Howard Goldbaum (Associate Professor, Bradley University). You may 
download and print out the entry form available online, at the URL below For 
additional information, email Howard at the address above. 


Feel free to mail suggestions and 
criticisms to andletmeknowifyou 
have any material you’d like to add. 

http://www.digimark.net/The 

Simpsons/index.html 

This site is a collaborative effort 
between Gary Goldberg and 
Howard Jones, ha,joncs@ic.ac.uk 
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who did all the work on converting the capsules to HTML. 

□ Speak to Me Catalog on WWW [Date: Thu, 22 Sep 1994 20:50:25 GMT From: 
sethr@netcom.com (Seth Russell)] — Announcing the Speak To Me CaUlognow 
on line on the WWW. This innovative catalog specializes in products which 
♦HAVE THE ABILITY TO TALK*. Watches, clocks calculators, scales, key 
chains, spoons, tooth brushes, ash trays, teddy bears, picture frames - practical 
and novelty items. 

GIVE THE GIFT THAT SAYS SOMETHING... 

Point your WWW browser to: ftp://ftp.netcom.com/pub/conus/speak.html 


□ Dun&Bradstreet Server Available (Date: 23 Sep 1994 15:41:02 GMT From: 
pp 000081 @intcrramp.com (Ted Wolf Jr)] - Dun&Bradstreet is pleased to 
announce the availibility of our business information server. The address is: 
http://www.dbisna.com/ 

Come visit and let us know what you think... 


□ Beginner’s Italian Lessons on the Web [Date: 17 Sep 1994 15:09:01 -0700 
From: tjones@willamctte.edu (Tyler V Jones)] - The Human-Languages Page 
would like to announce 2 new beginning Italian lessons written by Lucio Chiap- 
petti, based on the Spanish lessons written by Tyler Jones. The lessons are 
available under the Italian heading on; 

http://www.willamettc.edu/-tjoncs/Language-Page.htm1. 

Many thanks to Lucio for his work with this. 

Tyler Jones 


□ WWW Development Library — Date: Sun, 11 Sep 1994 20:52:20+0200 From; 
CybcrWcb@sowcbo.CHARM.NET] — VIRTUAL LIBRARY WORLD-WIDE 
WEB DEVELOPMENT http://www.charm.net/-web/Vlib.html 
The WWW Virtual Library section on WWW Development ranges from how to 
develop WWW pages, to setting up servers, to the evolution of the WWW. 
Suggestions for inclusion are invited and should specify the URL, category, and 
a brief description. The title that appears as hyperlink will betaken from the URL 
page itself 


□ Internet Info, Russia Server [Date: 29 Apr 1994 17:55:23 GMT From; 
global@clark.net (Information Bank/Global Press)] — The Information Bank has 
created a home page with a collection of more than 300 links to Internet 
information resources: URL=http://www.clark.net/pub/global/homc.html 


a Russia-NlS Home Page: 

URL=http;//www.clark.net/pub/global/russia.hlml 

and an announcement for a Forum on the Future of the Microelectronics Industry 
in Russia and the Newly Industrialized States that will be held in Russia on Sept. 
12-14, 1994; 

URL=http://www.clark.net/pub/g1obal/zmicro.html ■ 


Additional 
World Wide 
Web Browsers 

By Mark Thacker, CWIS Coordinator 
(thacker@ unt.edu) 

I t seems that everyone and their net¬ 
worked brother arc making World 
Wide Web browsers now. Because 
there are always new additional features 
and new bug fixes in these browsers, 1 
spend a great deal of my time evaluating 
them for use by the UNT community. 
The two most recent Web browsers to 
pass my way arc WinWeb for Microsoft 
Windows and Netscape for Macintosh, 
MS-Windows and X-Window. 

WinWeb 

WinWeb is written by Enterprise Inte¬ 
gration Network (EINET) and is a 
WWW client for MS-Windows. These 
arc the same folks who brought you the 
wonderful MaeWeb client. It has four 
main advantages: 

• Seems to be stable and reliable 
• Print Preview and printing 
work very well 

• Most likely will support the 
new Secure HTTP for secure 
transactions on the Web 
• Does NOT require the Win32s 
libraries; should run under 
OS/2 as well as Windows 3.11 
and Windows for Workgroups 

It does have one big disadvantage 
though: it does not support forms that 
require a userid and password. Since 
we arc starting to implement these types 
of forms, this is a strike against this 
particular Web browser. 

WinWeb is available from your network 
manager, or on the Training file server 
in the file 

f:\login\pub\intcrnet\doswm\winweb 

\winweb.zip 
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Netscape 

Wow! What can I say? This is gooooooood. Netscape is the first product from the 
Mosaic Communications Cotp. (MCom) founded by the former head of Silicon 
Graphics and Marc Andreessen, one of the orginal authors of NCSA Mosaic This 
IS a WWW browser available for Macintosh, MS-Windows and X-Window. All three 
clients have the following nice features: 

• Stable and quick! Even for a beta these are nice products 

• Built-in USENET news reader. Supports threads and other nice features 

• Supports new extensions to the HTML standard for nice typography 

• Will support MCom’s new secure transaction server 

• Displays JPEG images within the program • no viewer required 

• Downloads multiple images without tying up your machine; you can con¬ 
tinue to read the page, scroll around or even start new downloads 

• Optimized for use over a 14.4 modem connection or Ethernet on-campus 

• Text selection from a WWW page so you may paste into your favorite 
document or program (for printing from WordPerfect or MS-Word for ex¬ 
ample) 

• Support for the mailto” URL so that you may respond to requests by a 
page's author via E-mail. 

• Does NOT require the Win32s libraries for the MS-Windows based ver¬ 
sion; should work under OS/2 and Windows for Workgroups. 

• It’s current biggest drawback is lack of priming support. It will be added 

in later versions. 

Hopefully, by the time that you read this, Netscape will be installed in multiple places 
on campus. As new updates come to us, we will of course, keep you informed. For 
now, 1 can say that Netscape is probably one of the best WWW clients I have seen 
in a while. It’s USENET News support is not bad at all either. 

A Word About NCSA Mosaic 

This product is buggy! NCSA makes it clear in all of their documentation that this 
is clearly an alpha product. As such, it really should not be used if you want a stable 
WWW client. In addition to not being able to print reliably, you must install the 
Win32s libraries from Microsoft. This means that it definitely will not work under 
OS/2. 

I am not actively adding NCSA Mosaic to anyone’s machine. Instead, I am encour¬ 
aging the use of cither WinWeb or Netscape. ■ 


EDUPAGE Items 
of Interest 


T hese two items appeared in Edu- 
page 9/15/94 (edupage@ivory. 
educom.edu). EDUPAGE is "a sum¬ 
mary of news items on information 
technology" published on the Internet 
three times a week by EDUCOM. 

Q HACKERS BEWARE Forgetmid- 
night basketball: the real news in the 
crime bill is the Computer Abuse 
Amendments Act of 1994. The 
amendments significantly increase 
the chances of successfully prose¬ 
cuting computer hackers by chang¬ 
ing the standard from “intent” to 
“reckless disregard.” In addition, 
previous laws protected only “fed¬ 
eral interest computers” (machines 
belonging to a government agency 
or financial services firm), The new 
rules cover computers “used in in¬ 
terstate commerce," meaning any 
PC hooked up to the Intemct, (Infor¬ 
mation Week 9/12/94 p.IO) 

□ FREENETS SUFFER SET¬ 
BACK An archaic 1891 tax rule has 
slammed the doors on a major ave¬ 
nue of fundraising for Canadian 
freenets. Revenue Canada ruled that 
frccnets do not qualify as charitable 
organizations because they do not 
provide a location from which they 
can educate and, while they arc ve¬ 
hicles for discussion, they do not 
offer therapy per se to shut-ins, nor 
counseling for the abused. (Ottawa 
Citizen 9/14/94 C3) ■ 
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Information 
Resources 
Council News 


Minutes provided by Sue Harrison. Recording Secretary 

IRC Regular Voting Members: Ray von Dran. Library and Information Sciences (Chair); 
Cengii Capan. College of Business: Jim Cappet. Graduaie Student Council; Carolyn Cim- 
ningham. Student Affairs; Paul Dworak. College of Music; Brian horsman. UtfrmC 
InfLnaiion Resources Council: Chuck Fuller. Fiscal Affairs; Larry Gleeson. School of 
Visual Arts; Don Grose. Ubraries: David Hartman. School of 

School of Merchandising and Hospitality Management; Sam Magill. Ub^HSC Director oj 
Information Technology Services; Steve Miller. Administrative Affairs; Tom Newell. Tele¬ 
communications (Ex-officio); Don Palermo. Academic Administraiioti; Jean Schaake. Col¬ 
lege of Arts and Sciences; Paul Schlieve. College of Education; John Todd. Faculty Senate. 
Virginia Wheeless. Associate Vice President and Director. University Planning and Institu¬ 
tional Research: Steve Williams. Undergraduate Student Association. IRC Ex-o^cio Non¬ 
voting Members; Bill Biintain. Computing Center; Jim Curry. Microcomputer Maintenance 
Shop: Paul Candel. Computing Center; Richard Harris. Computing Center; Coy Haggard. 
Computing Center. 


September 22,1994 


E-Mail Task Force 


The Chair explained that the E-Mail Task Force had been asked to bring their final 
recommendation to the Council today, with a vote being called for at the October 
meeting. However, there seemed to be some concern about the recommendation the 
Task Force was preparing to make so the Chair proposed the creation of a system by 
which a decision can be made on a campus-wide E-mail solution by the end of this 
semester. He proposed forming a new commission, taking the W-mail recommen¬ 
dation to the Communications Program Group, getting a broader campus-wide 
hearing and coming back to the Council at its November or December meeting with 
a final recommendation. There were no objections to the proposal. 

Paul Schlieve reported on the final recommendation of the E-Mail Task Force and 
distributed a list of their action items explaining that some of the action items have 
already been implemented or partially implemented. 

It was explained that E-mail is already available in the General Access Labs through 
some systems, but with the completion of the IMAP system, it will be available to 
all students. 

In the discussion that followed, it was suggested that the charge to the new commis¬ 
sion be enlarged to include forms processing, scheduling, and other applications so 
that the final recommendation will be compatible with future applications require¬ 
ments. It was also stressed that more input is needed from end-users. It was pointed 
out that there can be multiple solutions as long as there is support for all the parts. 

The Chair stated that he will meet with the Strategic Planning Committee on Tuesday, 
September 26th, to consult with them on the membership of the new commission. 



When the group is formed they will 
establish their own charge and time¬ 
line for completing their task. The 
group will consult with end-users and 
will conduct an analysis of cost, as well 
as deal with the issue of how any e-mail 
solution will be supported. The com¬ 
mission will have members from aca¬ 
demic and administrative sectors and 
will use technical people as consult¬ 
ants. A motion was passed to appoint a 
group to address the e-mail issue, and 
that a decision be made at the Decem¬ 
ber IRC meeting. 

The Chair thanked the E-Mail Task 
Force and Paul Schlieve for the work 
they have done and officially declared 
the Task Force dissolved. 

Program Groups 

Written reports were presented by each 
of the Program Groups. 

O Celia Williamson distributed the re¬ 
port of the Instructional Program 
Group along with a recommenda¬ 
tion to combine the Instructional 
Technology Committee with the In¬ 
struction Program Group, estab¬ 
lishing Celia Williamson and Paul 
Gandcl as co-chairs, and setting 
forth a revised membership list and 
charge. The recommendation was 
accepted and passed unanimously. 

© Marc St.-Gil distributed the report 
of the Research Program Group and 
suggested that there be a repre- 

IRC Meeting 
Schedule 

T he IRC generally meets on 
the third Tuesday of each 
month, from 2-4 p.m., in the Ad¬ 
ministration Building Board 
Room. All meetings of the IRC, its 
program groups, and other com¬ 
mittees, arc open to all faculty, 
staff, and students. ■ 


Page 16 


November/December 1994 


Benchmarks 



General Information 


sentative from each school and col¬ 
lege on the committee. He also sug¬ 
gested that a new convener, prefer¬ 
ably a faculty member, be selected. 

© Tom Newell distributed the report of 
the Communications Program 
Group, and announced that they will 
fill the vacant student position and 
affirm a convener for this year. 

O Susan Pierce distributed the report 
of the Standards & Cooperation 
Program Group. 

© Joneel Harris distributed the report 
of the Administrative Program 
Group. 

Cengiz Capan reported that there is a 
new member of GALC, the School of 
Visual Arts, who will be operating a 
30-PC general access lab in their build¬ 
ing and improving their support struc¬ 
ture for that. ■ 


Announcing 

JobWeb 

This notice appeared on the Internet list 
nei‘happenings (nei-happenings@is.in- 
lernic.nei) 

J obWeb is a cost free service on the 
World Wide Web which allows 
technical companies and technical job¬ 
seekers a graphical way to find and 
connect with each other. 

This service will feature a fully indexed 
and searchable database of jobs, and 
will allow companies to post company 
information, graphics and openings. 

For information on becoming a mem¬ 
ber company, all you have to do is fill 
out a “contact information” form, 
there’s no charge. If you’d like the final 
URL mailed to you when JobWeb goes 
on-line, send E-mail to me at jackie@ 
risetime.com 

JobWeb will soon be up and running, 
but if you’d like a preview, point your 
browsertowards http://ww>v.risetime. 
com/rlsetime/preview.html. ■ 


Sending Files to Printing Services 
Via the UNT Campus Network 

By Angela Schnitt, Printing Services 

ollow the steps below to send files to Printing Services. 

From a Networked Macintosh 

O Under the Apple Menu, select Chooser. 

© In the Chooser dialogue box. select the UNT Printing Services zone, click 
AppleShare, and select the PRINTING file server. 

© Use customer as your log-on name and service as your password. You will now 
have limited access privileges to the Printing Services file server PRINT- 
INC.SYS. 

O The PRINTING.SYS icon should come up on your screen. Double-click on the 
icon. Open the HOME folder by double-clicking on it. In the HOME folder is the 
CUSTOMER folder. This is the destination folder for your file(s) to be copied 
into. Drag your file(s) to the CUSTOMER folder to place copies of them there. 

© Drag the PRINTING.SYS icon to your trash to log off of the Printing Services 
network. 

□ Macintosh programs we support: Aldus PageMaker 5.0, Aldus Freehand 3 1 
& 4.0, Adobe Illustrator 5.0, QuarkXPress 3.3, WordPerfect 3.0 

From a Networked PC 

O At the F-prompt, type login printing/customcr 
© For your password, enter service. 

© You should now see H:\HOME\CUSTOMER> on your screen. At this point, 
you are attached to the Printing Services file server and you may copy your file(s) 
from your hard drive or disk to our flic server. 

Ex: To copy a file named testfile.doc from your hard drive to the Printing Services 
file server: H:\HOME]CUSTOMER> copy c:tcstfile.doc f: 

O When you are finished, type logout 

After You Have Completed the Above Steps 

Please call extension 3644 and tell us the name of the file(s) you have placed in our 
system. Before we can begin a job, we will need an Interdepartmental Order (IDO) 
from your department. You can deliver it to us in person or fax it to us at 4451. On 
our IDO, please write the job description and any special instructions, as well as the 
name of the related file(s). In addition, it is always helpftil when our customers 
provide us with a hard copy, such as a laser printout, of their file(s). 

Please note that once you have copied a file to our file server, you do not have access 
privileges to remove it. If you have corrections to a file, please call us at 3644 so that 
we can delete the old file. ■ 
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Clip Tip: General Access Lab Break Hours 



Nov. 28 


Dec. 16 


Dec. 17 


Dec. 18 


Dec. 19 


Dec. 20 


Dec. 21 


Dec. 22 


Dec. 23 


Dec. 24 .25 


Dec. 26 


Dec. 27 


Dec. 28-Jan. 1 


Rccular Schedule 


Close ai5:00p.ni. 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED' 


CLOSED 


CLOSED_ 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


Cl.OSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED_ 


Cl.OSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


jail. 7 

Jan. 10 

CLOSED 

Jan. 11 

CLOSED 

Jan. 12 

CLOSED 

Jan. 13 

CLOSED 

Jan. 14 

CLOSED 

Jan.15 

CLOSED 

Jan. 16 

CLOSED 

Jan. 17 

Reopen a( 8 a.m. 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


Rcsular Schedule 


Regular Schedule 


8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 

CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


8a.m.-6D.m. 


Reaular Schedule CLOSED 


Rccular Schedule 


Reeular Schedule 


7;30 a.m..6 p.m. Close at 5 p.m. 


9 a.m.-6 p.m. 


CLOSED 


8 a.m.-6 p.m. 


8 a.m.-6 p.m. 


8a.m.-6p.m. 


8 a.m.-6 p.m. 


8a.m.-6p.m. 


CLOSED 


8 a.m.-6 p.m. 


8a.m.-6p.m. 


CLOSED 


8a.m.-6 p.m. 


8a.m.-6p.m. 


8 a.m.-6 p.m. 


8a.m.-6p.m. 


8 a.m.-6 p.m. 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


8a.m.-6p.m. 


8 a.m.-6 p.m. 


8 a.m.-6 p.m. 


8a.m.-6p.m. 


8 a.m.-6p.m. 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


Cl.OSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


Rccular Schedule 


Close aiSp.m. 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 



CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


Cl.OSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


Cl.OSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 



□ Lab Hours were unavailable for Willis Librar)- OVillis 134) at the time this was compiled. 
D College of Arts and Sciences: GAB 330 & 550, Wooten 120, Terrill 220; College of Business; 
dcmic Computing Services (ACS): ISB 110; School of Community Services (SCS): Chilton 
1007; College of Education: Matthew.s 309.B 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


CLOSED 


rins Hours 


BA 330 & 332; Aca- 
116&255. Music 





















































































































































Get a Subscription to Benchmarks 


Be,,charts a vUal link between the UNT Computing Center and the users of our facilities 
It .s tmportant for all users of the computing facilities to maintain a file of these newsletters be¬ 
cause they contain materials that will periodically update existing documents as well as infor¬ 
mation and suggestions on usc.s of OS/MVS. CMS, the VAX. Sol, Jove. Microcomputers, and 
other resources available to UNT students and faculty. To receive your ••• FREE sub 
scnptions to Bencim.arks. send the following information to us either by snail mail (the post 

office or campus mail}, FAX (817) 565-4060. or via the Internet or electronic mail, to 
ast)4@unt.edu or lynch@uni,edu. 


Name;_ 

Mailing Address; 


PLEASE GIVE A CAMPUS ADDRESS (NOT BOX) IF POSSIBLE! - It’s Cheaper !! 




Academic Computing Services 
The Computing Center 
^ NT Box 13495 
University of North Texas 
Denton, TX 76203 
FAX 817-565-4060 

(Benchmarks ISSN 1066-0380) 


